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Presented by RIHD & PAFERJ

“A call for Oversight”

Dear Prisoner, Family, Friends and Allies,

Enclosed is Virginia Prisoner petition for fair and consistent board decision of Virginia’s parole board.  The uniqueness of this petition is that it is written by the prisoners, for the prisoners with the hopes that prisoner families, friends and allies will be their voice by requesting that the Governor and our State Legislator would appoint an Oversight Committee for the Parole Board to ensure that decisions are made “fair and consistent
Please review the petition; make necessary changes and/or updates and be proactive in acquiring signatures.  Feel free to mail your completed petitions to your state Senator, state Delegate, the Governor; however it is equally important that you mail or email a copy of your completed petition to RIHD.  We need a copy for our legislative advocacy when meeting with elected officials.  
If you have any questions or concerns, feel free to contact us at (804) 562-2123 preferably by emailing Ms. K directly at rihd23075@aol.com or Queen Nzinga at OneRastaQueen@hotmail.com 

We can make a difference with your help.  Please share information with other prisoners and their families.  Let the rumor of “reform” begin.  

As always, Peace and Blessings

Lillie (Ms. K) Branch-Kennedy

Executive Director, RIHD

Date: ___________

To:  Governor of Virginia

        Virginia General Assembly Legislators

· Speaker of the House

· President of the Senate

· Committee on Rehabilitation and Social Services

· Committee on Militia, Police and Public Safety

Constituent Representatives:

House Delegate:  Honorable _____________________________________

State Senator:  Honor ____________________________________________

From:  Citizens for the Commonwealth of Virginia

Re:  Petition for Parole Board Oversight Committee 

Dear Honorable Governor and State Legislators:

We the concerned citizens throughout the Commonwealth of Virginia, petition you to establish an Emergency Parole Board Oversight Committee to ensure fair and consistent Parole Board decisions.  Based on the below we believe “said” Committee is warranted.

1. Under the tenure of Parole Board Chairperson, Ms. Helen F. Fahey, she has consistently contradicted the “Agency Strategic Plan” of the Virginia Parole Board mission to make fair, consistent and impartial decisions.  The policy of continually denying old law (pre-1995) prisoner’s parole solely for the “Serious Nature and Circumstances of their crimes,” this will never change.

2. Ms. Helen F. Fahey prior occupation as a prosecutor and seeking prison sentences undermines her position as Chair of the parole board responsible for early release of those prosecuted by her former colleagues, associates, peers and herself.  This is inherently unfair to prisoners and true justice.

3. There continues to be failure to utilize resource that are available to parole release eligible prisoners, i.e., work release, home electronic monitoring, therapeutic programs.  According to information available to petitioners, the statistics of persons released under the stated conditions are not available.

4. Not until RIHD, PAFERJ, Vacure and other nonprofit criminal justice reform had the Parole Board encourage more interaction with potential candidates via actual parole board members interviewing persons by teleconference as allowed by the code of Virginia section 53.1-154.

5. The undermining of the integrity of the values of the parole board (i.e. in the case of Lamont Willingham, who was interviewed for parole at Lawrenceville Corrections Center in 2004 and was turned down within 48 hours (2 days) by reply from Ms. Helen Fahey, His mother, Ms. Brenda Williamham, complained to Ms. Fahey that such a quick response to her son validates that the parole board are issuing “Rubber Stamped” denials of parole and she as going public with this information.  Ms. Fahey implored Ms. Willingham to giver her chance to review her son’s case before going public.  He was granted parole as a compromised.  Those actions are tantamount to a criminal act.

6. Ms. Fahey has made partial statements in the media, which reflects bias toward prospective parolees.  In the Richmond Times Dispatch article noting Rudy McCollum’s appointment to the parole board she quoted assaying that she is aware of declining parole rates but it is due to the reason 80% of the prospective pool have violent crime records.  The other 20% are repeat offenders/violator.  This is out of 5,904 – our records indicate a number of 1st time offenders who were juveniles at the time of their offenses.  Still, her saying 80% are violent criminals implies they are not parole worthy.  She makes a similar comment in an article dated August 18, 2006 in the Richmond Times Dispatch about a board member sleeping.

7. Ms Fahey states in a letter that the Parole Board discontinues use of the Guidelines approved and posted in accordance with state law, therefore, making Ms. Fahey responsible for the board’s noncompliance with Virginia code.

8. April 21, 2007 Parole Forum held by Virginia CURE, Ms. Fahey stated the following, “Anyone convicted of 1st Degree Murder will not be consider for parole release until they have completed 25 years regardless to their being juveniles convicted before the July 1995 abolishment of parole.

9. Ms. Fahey seems to be significantly un-interest in eliminating one of the two (2) systems that currently exist, namely the old law and new law system for financial and political reasons.  The old law system should have been done away with after twelve (12) years of the no parole system.

10. Ms. Fahey and the board do not consistently seek in depth information of offenders from the Department of Corrections frontline employees such as:  Officers, Counselors, Job Supervisors, Teachers, Chaplain and Wardens.  

We the undersigned taxpayers, registered voters and citizens, believe prisoner rights have been violated; that fairness, equality and justice is not being served.  We respectfully request an establishment of a Parole Board Oversight Committee and/or immediate investigation or hearing.  

We hope and pray serious consideration will be given to our petition and call for fair and consistent parole board hearings and decisions.

Sincerely,

Concerned Citizens of the Commonwealth of Virginia

    Print Full Name
                                  Full Address or City & State with Email or Telephone       

1.  ________________________________

________________________________________

2.  ________________________________

________________________________________

3.  ________________________________

________________________________________

4.  ________________________________

________________________________________

5.  ________________________________

________________________________________

6.  ________________________________

________________________________________

7.  ________________________________

________________________________________

8.  ________________________________

________________________________________

9.  ________________________________

_________________________________________

10.  ________________________________

________________________________________

11.  ________________________________

________________________________________

12.  ________________________________

________________________________________

13.  ________________________________

________________________________________

14.  ________________________________

________________________________________

15.  ________________________________

________________________________________

16.  ________________________________

________________________________________

17.  ________________________________

________________________________________

18.  ________________________________

________________________________________

19.  ________________________________

_________________________________________

20.  ________________________________

________________________________________

21.  ________________________________

________________________________________

22.  ________________________________

_________________________________________

23.  ________________________________

_________________________________________

24.  ________________________________

_________________________________________

25.  ________________________________

_________________________________________

Additional signatures use blank paper or make copies.  

*Signatures from persons (family, loved ones) residing outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, prisoner name and number required below: 

VaDOC Inmate (optional):  Name:  ______________________ 

Inmates 6 Digit Number:  _________________ 
Inmate 7 Digit Number:  _____________

Please return Completed petition to:  RIHD Petition – PO Box 55 – Highland Springs, VA 23075

For more how you can help to reduce crime and violence visit our web site: www.rihd.org or email us at RIHD23075@aol.com
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