“Campaign” Focus Legislation"

 

SB796 UPDATE
 Prisoner Rehabilitation & Earned Sentence Credit
On Friday, January 28th, 2011; 8:30am in Senate Room B at the Virginia General Assembly Building in attendance was twenty (20) people traveling as far as Tidewater area and Roanoke; two (2) were from Richmond.  All whom learned of the meeting the day before however,   
  --The 20 in attendance  knew that they couldn't afford NOT to be in attendance 

--The 20 in attendance understood the urgency of the Bill and Campaign.
 The Twenty (20) families in attendance STOOD UP (when requested by patron Senator Mamie Locke) on behalf of 30,000 plus Virginia Prisoners whom seek  an "EARNED" second chance while incarcerated with sentence credit allowances.  We stood before 14 Senators, Representatives from Virginia Department of Corrections and the Governors Public Safety Office.  In fact, prior to Friday, that Wednesday, when the bill was in sub-committee, the newly appointed Director for the Virginia Department of Corrections Harold Clarke was in attendance and gave testimony.   On Wed. Jan. 26th several families gave  compelling testimony in support of the SB796 and the bill was able to move to full committee.  A  similar bill  heard as well(SB1316) failed to move out of sub-committee and was passed by indefinite in full committee (defeated).  SB796 was given us another opportunity to move forward with the expectant family support of at least 1% (300 people)of the Virginia prisoner population, unfortunately with no more than 20 people in attendance the bill was "defeated" on Friday, Jan. 28th.  We as a people need to ask ourselves "why wouldn't our state government, legislative branch want to reduce crime and reduce recidivism?" What is wrong with proposed legislation like SB796; to date 31 other States have implemented similar legislation?  We need to ask the tough questions of our legislators TODAY and vote according TOMORROW! 
Just maybe, next year 1% (300) of the Virginia Prison population will see the urgency and show up!  --"Our lives begin to end the day we become silent about things that matter.”  —Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Senate Committee for Rehabilitation & Social Service Committee 
VOTE SB 796:  NAYS(12) YEAS(2) ABSENTEE(1) 
Listed Below are All whom Voted NAY (Against Bill)
Chairman 
Senator Linda T. Puller (D) Senate District 36

General Assembly Building, Room 328
Capitol Square
Richmond, Virginia 23219
(804) 698-7536
email: district36@senate.virginia.gov
Senator Emmett W. Hanger, Jr. (R) Senator district 24

General Assembly Building, Room 431
Capitol Square
Richmond, Virginia 23219
(804) 698-7524
email: district24@senate.virginia.gov
Senator Frank W. Wagner (R) Senate District 7

General Assembly Building, Room 312
Capitol Square
Richmond, Virginia 23219
(804) 698-7507
email: district07@senate.virginia.gov
Senator Ryan T. McDougle (R) Senate District 4

General Assembly Building, Room 314

Capitol Square

Richmond, Virginia 23219

(804) 698-7504

Email:  district04@senate.virginia.gov
Senator Mark R. Herring (D) Senate District 33

General Assembly Building, Room 322

Capitol Square

Richmond, Virginia 23219

(804) 698-7533

Email:  district33@senate.virginia.gov
Senator Robert Hurt (resigned 1/5/11) (R) Senate District 19

General Assembly Building, Room 313

Capitol Square

Richmond, Virginia 23219

(804) 698-7519

Email:  district19@senate.virginia.gov
Senator George L. Barker (D) Senate District 39

General Assembly Building, Room 316

Capitol Square

Richmond, Virginia 23219

(804) 698-7539

Email:  district39@senate.virginia.gov
Senator Ralph S. Northam (D) Senate District 6

General Assembly Building, Room 308

Capitol Square

Richmond, Virginia 23219

(804) 698-7506

Email:  district06@senate.virginia.gov
Senator Jill Holtzman Vogel (R) Senate District 27

General Assembly Building, Room 309

Capitol Square

Richmond, Virginia 23219

(804) 698-7527

Email:  district27@senate.virginia.gov
Senator Richard H. Stuart (R) Senate District 28

General Assembly Building, Room 305

Capitol Square

Richmond, Virginia 23219

(804) 698-7528

Email:  district28@senate.virginia.gov
Senator John C. Miller (D) Senate District 1

General Assembly Building, Room 306

Capitol Square

Richmond, Virginia 23219

(804) 698-7501

Email:  district01@senate.virginia.gov
Senator Jeffrey L. McWaters (R) Senate District 8

General Assembly Building, Room 310

Capitol Square

Richmond, Virginia 23219

(804) 698-7508

Email:  district08@senate.virginia.gov
THE CAMPAIGN CONTINUES 

Want to help, be proactive and support the 2012 ThousandKites.org Community Restoration Campaign, sign up at the following web site Today.  Sign up families, friends, loved ones and your community!  http://www.kitescampaigns.org/campaign/community-restoration-campaign/ 

  

 "Knowledge empowers power" 

 Patron: Senator Mamie E. Locke    
Rehabilitative programming; earned sentence credits.
   http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?ses=111&typ=bil&val=SB796 
 SB 796 Rehabilitative programming; earned sentence credits.    Allows prisoners to earn 10 additional sentence credits for each 30 days of incarceration for participation in programs aimed at earning a GED, 
college credit, or a certification through an accredited vocational t
raining program or other accredited continuing education program, or i
nterventional rehabilitation programs including mental health and sex offender treatment. 
 

TALKING POINTS  




   "Apart from significant financial savings, this bill would provide three important benefits. 
· It would give the Department of Corrections a more effective tool to manage the Virginia prison population. 
· It would enhance incentives to comply with prison rules and participate in programs designed to further inmates’ vocational and educational skills. 
· It would begin to improve the problem of failed reentry generated in part by automatic release of inmates ill equipped to become productive taxpaying citizens. Today 28.5% of DOC inmates are reincarcerated within three years." 
 



 
Here's How Our Elected Officials Voted
YEAS(Support) NAYS (Opposed)
YEAS--Ticer, Locke--2.
  

NAYS--Puller, Hanger, Wagner, McDougle, Herring, Barker, Northam, Vogel,Stuart, Miller, J.C., McWaters, Stanley--12.
ABSTENTIONS--0.
Feel free to contact and let the know your disappointment in their Vote! Please let RIHD know if any of the below are your district Senator. 
Email:  rihd23075@aol.com
 

Sen. Emmett Hanger @ 804/698-7524   
Sen. Jill Vogel @ 804/698-7527              
Sen. Ryan McDougle @ 804/698-7504 
Sen. William M. Stanley, Jr. @ 804/698-7519;
Sen. George Barker @ 804/698-7539       
Sen. Jeff McWaters @ 757/965-3700   
Sen. John Miller  @ 757-595-1100       
Sen. Richard Stuart @ 804/698-7528          
Sen. Ralph S. Northam @ 804/698-7506
Sen. Mark Herring @ 804/698-7533
