"Our lives begin to end the day we become silent about things that matter.” —Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Resource Information Help for the Disadvantaged (RIHD)

Prison and Families for Equal Rights and Justice (PAFERJ)

ThousandKites.org Community Restoration Campaign (CRC)

Advocare, Inc.

Virginia People’s Assembly (VPA)

2000 Plus Concerned Citizens 
Unfortunately, many of the ThousandKites.org Community Restoration Campaign "fair and smart" bills were not passed  during the 2011 General Assembly session.  This session was short in days (45) and lack public awareness and “in-person” participation.
The “Campaign" was founded a year ago with a committee of five (5).  We began 2010 with a tour to five (5) regional cities.  Over 300 citizens in attendance received flip cameras and were asked to go back to their communities to video and ask a pre-written list of questions to ordinary citizens.  The response was amazing.  Feel free to visit online: http://www.kitescampaigns.org/campaign/community-restoration-campaign/ 
 One month into the campaign we received over 200 online supporters for the “Campaign;” within three (3) months this grew to 2,000.  Currently, our goal and imagination has grow to  100,000 before the 2011 State-wide November

election and the 2012 General Assembly Session?  With your help we can meet the goal and forward onward to one day sooner than later to acquire commonsense prison reform to avoid a prisoner a “successful” “earned” second chance; to deter youth crime and violence; to restore the family and the community; to respect societies victims of crime! 
We must all come to understand that “Knowledge empowers the power for change.” 

The “Campaign’s” mission is to pass into law several bills that will reduce crime and reduce recidivism/re-incarceration.  Enclosed is the “Campaigns’  booklet 2012 Focus Bills.  Upon reviewing this important booklet, please make every effort to share this information with EVERYONE!  Register everyone at the “Campaign” website:  

http://www.kitescampaigns.org/campaign/community-restoration-campaign/ 
Pledge to be in attendance or send someone supporting the following events:  Plan for 2012 today!
1. Thursday, January 12, 2012 – CRC Advocacy Day at the General Assembly.  Join us and visit with your district senator and house delegate concerning all proposed legislation.  We ask that you make call and schedule an appointment on this day.  Attendance Goal:  100

2. Saturday, January 14, 2012 – VPA & CRC Rally and March in the Spirit of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  Attendance  Goal:  500
3. General Assembly Session:  Rehabilitation & Social Service Committee meets on Fridays; Senate Room A; 8am Sharp.  (Jan. 21, 28 & Feb 3, 10 & 17).  Attendance Goal:  1,000

4.  Bills sent to sub-committee meet during the week; generally Tues, Wed & Thurs and as early as 7am; generally 7:30am.  We need family and public commitment for any/all, for last minute calls to come down to 9th and Broad Street for in-person support.  In person Attendance is extremely important. Attendance Goal:  50 -100

5. ACTION CALLS to your district senator and house delegate are a must.  When you receive an email, text or call request please do not hesitate and feel free to take action any time of the day including after hours.  After hours will allow for voice mail message.  When making contact or leaving a message with your state legislators, let them know you support RIHD, PAFERJ and the Thousandkites.org Community Restoration Campaign.  Be polite with calls, emails and all communication.  State why you support or oppose a proposed bill.  Leave with your name, address and/or telephone/email.  
Monthly Support Group & Advocacy Meeting
Monthly, Every 3rd Tuesday
From: 7pm to 9pm 
Fellowship Hall 
Wesley Memorial United Methodist Church
1720 Mechanicsville Turnpike
Richmond, Virginia 23223

Goal:  Bring at least one person to each meeting.
The ThousandKites.org Community Restoration Campaign is planning upcoming "town-hall" meetings. If you would like for us to host an event in your town or city contact us at: (804) 562-2123 email: rihd23075@aol.com or sign up directly at: 
http://www.kitescampaigns.org/campaign/community-restoration-campaign/ 
6. So many times I hear prisoners say that they didn’t know about our work or the “Campaign.”  With over 30 thousand Virginia prisoners, it’s important that we spread, share the work with them and their families.  So many times we hear our legislators making the statement that the proposed bills are neither popular nor supported by the public; this is because they aren’t getting any feed-back from you, the families and all concerned citizens whom seek to reduce crime and reduce recidivism through “fair and smart” initiatives.   Feel free to print and mail (4pages per envelope) to incarcerated persons; requesting that they share with other prisoners as well.  When requesting information from RIHD we ask that everyone send a self addressed stamped envelope to:  RIHD – PO Box 55- Highland Springs – Virginia 23075.  

If something is worth fighting for, then we have better fight!

Justice, Equal Rights, Reform & Accountability are worth fighting for.
Restoring the family and community is worth fighting for 



Unlike most states, Virginia has two (2) sets of prisoner sentencing.
· Pre- 1995 Parole Eligible (Old Law) – approximately 9,000

· Post – 1995 Parole InEligible (New Law) – over 30,000

“The board, created in 1942, grants parole to inmates who are eligible from before Virginia abolished parole in the 1990s and advises the governor on clemencies.”

Parole Eligibility (Old Law)
Inmates who committed their offenses before January 1, 1995, may be eligible for parole consideration. These inmates will be brought into the Department of Corrections to serve their sentences, provided the sentence is more than 2 years of felony time or a combination of felony and misdemeanor convictions totaling more than 2 years.

The parole eligibility date represents the date on which the inmate becomes eligible to be considered for parole. Having a parole hearing does not guarantee that parole will be granted? Being granted parole does not indicate instantaneous release. If parole is granted the inmate will be released as soon as all administrative work is completed. All parolees receive parole supervision after incarceration. If parole is not granted, then the inmate will be eligible for reconsideration, each year, within the same quarter as the original parole eligibility date. For more information on parole or parole inquiries see Parole Board. http://www.vadoc.state.va.us/offenders/community/p-parole-overview.shtm
Meet Gov. Bob McDonnell (R) four new members to the five-member Parole Board.
Bill Muse, senior assistant attorney general in the correctional litigation section, will serve as the new board chairman. He joined the attorney general's office in 1985 after 12 years of private practice in the Richmond area. 

All members will begin next month and serve at the pleasure of the governor. McDonnell also appointed a part-time investigator. He still must fill one vacancy.

Karen Brown, Vice-Chairman
As a prosecutor for 16 years, she served in the Newport News and Chesapeake offices of the commonwealth's attorney. She prosecuted cases in the Juvenile and Domestic Relations, General District and Circuit courts with a concentration on child abuse and sexual assault cases. 

Rita Angelone, Part-Time
She was the resource development coordinator for the Virginia Foundation for Healthy Youth and spent several years as grants program administrator for the foundation. She also served as a grant monitor for domestic violence grants at the Department of Criminal Justice Services.  (Also the spouse to former Virginia Department of Corrections Director Angelone.)

Minor Stone, Part-Time
He spent 29 years in law enforcement as a police officer and supervisor. He owns and operates a tourism-related business in Virginia Beach. 

Trudy Harris, Part-Time Investigator
She is retired from the Virginia State Police. She is an adjunct instructor at Piedmont Virginia Community College in the Police Science Program

No Parole (New Law Sentences) - Inmates who committed felony offenses on or after January 1, 1995 are not eligible for discretionary or mandatory parole. These inmates can earn a maximum of 4.5 days for each 30 days served. Inmates who committed their offenses on or after January 1, 1995, are brought into the Department of Corrections provided they receive one year or more for a felony conviction or more than 12 months for multiple felony convictions. http://www.vadoc.state.va.us/offenders/community/p-parole-overview.shtm
SB796 Bill Narrative 
Rehabilitative programming; earned sentence credits. 

Patron: Senator Mamie E. Locke 
Allows prisoners to earn 10 additional sentence credits for each 30 days of incarceration for participation in programs aimed at earning a GED, college credit, or a certification through an accredited vocational training program or other accredited continuing education program, or interventional rehabilitation programs including mental health and sex offender treatment. 
To view bill in its entirety, click blow 

http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?ses=111&typ=bil&val=SB796
Send a thank you/support letter/card to 
Senator Mamie E. Locke; for sponsoring SB796 (2011) and during 2012. Don't forget to let her know that you are a RIHD member and support the ThousandKites.org Campaign!
Senator Mamie E. Locke
PO Box 9048 - Hampton, Virginia 23670
(757) 825-5880 - SenLocke02@msn.com
Senate Committee Rehabilitation and Social Services

Prison Reform Legislation

Senator Linda T. Puller (D) Senate District 36, Chairperson
General Assembly Building, Room 328
Capitol Square
Richmond, Virginia 23219
(804) 698-7536
Email:  district36@senate.virginia.gov 

Senator Emmett W. Hanger, Jr. (R) Senate District 24 

General Assembly Building, Room 431
Capitol Square
Richmond, Virginia 23219(804) 698-7524
email: district24@senate.virginia.gov 

Senator Frank W. Wagner (R) Senate District 7 

General Assembly Building, Room 312
Capitol Square
Richmond, Virginia 23219(804) 698-7507
email: district07@senate.virginia.gov 

Senator Ryan T. McDougle (R) Senate District 4 

General Assembly Building, Room 314 

Capitol Square

Richmond, Virginia 23219 

(804) 698-7504 

Email: district04@senate.virginia.gov 

Senator Mark R. Herring (D) Senate District 33 

General Assembly Building, Room 322 

Capitol Square

Richmond, Virginia 23219 

(804) 698-7533 

Email: district33@senate.virginia.gov 

Senator Robert Hurt (resigned 1/5/11) (R) Senate District 19 

General Assembly Building, Room 313 

Capitol Square

Richmond, Virginia 23219 

(804) 698-7519 

Email: district19@senate.virginia.gov 

Senator George L. Barker (D) Senate District 39 

General Assembly Building, Room 316 

Capitol Square

Richmond, Virginia 23219 

(804) 698-7539 

Email: district39@senate.virginia.gov 

Senator Ralph S. Northam (D) Senate District 6 

General Assembly Building, Room 308 

Capitol Square

Richmond, Virginia 23219 

(804) 698-7506 

Email: district06@senate.virginia.gov 

Senator  Jill Holtzman Vogel (R) Senate District 27 

General Assembly Building, Room 309 

Capitol Square

Richmond, Virginia 23219 

(804) 698-7527 

Email: district27@senate.virginia.gov 

Senator Richard H. Stuart (R) Senate District 28 

General Assembly Building, Room 305 

Capitol Square

Richmond, Virginia 23219 

(804) 698-7528 

Email: district28@senate.virginia.gov 

Senator John C. Miller (D) Senate District 1 

General Assembly Building, Room 306 

Capitol Square

Richmond, Virginia 23219 

(804) 698-7501 

Email: district01@senate.virginia.gov 

Senator Jeffrey L. McWaters (R) Senate District 8 

General Assembly Building, Room 310 

Capitol Square

Richmond, Virginia 23219 

(804) 698-7508 

Email: district08@senate.virginia.gov

Abundant Living

Pray:  It is the greatest power on Earth

Love:  It is a God Given Privilege

Read:  It is the Fountain of Wisdom

Think:  It is the Source of Power

Give:  It is too short a day to be selfish

Play:  It is the secret of perpetual youth

Laugh:  It is the Music of the Soul

Work:  It is the price of success.
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